

Meaningful marks. 


The first marks children usually begin to make are lines, swirls or scribble. It might not look to you as though it is writing but this is a really important step for children as they explore writing to see what they can do. 





These marks that they make will start to have meaning to them and they will be able to tell you what they mean. 





This mark making is at first a combination of drawing and writing. They will slowly be able to distinguish between drawing and writing. 





Role play situations are where children love to try out their mark making and writing skills. Working in an office, shop or pretending to be a teacher, these are important stepping stones to writing so please encourage this mark making. They will tell you what it means. 





Communication and Language. 


It is important to encourage your child to mark make and write and by talking to them about it or encouraging them to talk about their writing this will develop their ability to communicate both verbally and in written form.  














How writing develops in early years. 





First marks. 


Children will notice adults and other children around them reading and writing and they will want to copy this. Mark making is the first step in their writing journey. In early years mark making is part of physical development. Developing large and small movements with their hands will make it easier for them to mark make with a variety of equipment. 





It can be difficult for children to learn to hold or grasp a pencil or paintbrush. They must develop hand eye co-ordination first and build up muscle control in their hands. They do this by lots of different activities such as playdough, throwing and climbing. 





Starting to write. 


As mark making develops you might see some recognisable letters. Children will usually write their name first as they relate to this and it will enable them to learn a few letters. At first they may not be in the correct order or correctly formed but it is an important breakthrough in your child’s writing journey. 














